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The forces behind 
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and Highland Stables 
in Bowling Green join 
Santa Claus during last 
year’s Christmas event. 
From left are Kaleighn 
LaBore, Santa, Whitnee 
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Mosley.
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As real as it gets

Although I enjoy the spring months best, I do look forward to this 
time of year, too. I like watching football, and of course, the 
approach of the holiday season. Like many of you, my wife stays 

tuned to the Hallmark Channel most of the time — especially during the 
holidays. I can’t help but think about how predictable these storylines are, 
but my wife loves them. The good part about every Hallmark movie is that 
everything works out in the end.

NCTC’s storyline has been years in the making. Our efforts 
to deploy fiber over the past 15 years have resulted in a 100% 
complete fiber network in 2023. Few communities have an internet 
network like ours. Fiber is by far the fastest, most reliable system 
available. NCTC’s network not only meets the needs of today but 
is also ready to expand to meet future demands. In fact, we are 
offering speeds as fast as 2 Gig in some areas, ideal for quick-mov-
ing small businesses or homes with multiple devices connected at 
once. If you work from home and move large files or use digital 
tools to create music or movies, the speed is so helpful. And if you 
have a gamer in the house, Gig speed can be the difference between 
winning and losing.

In 2018, NCTC had about 14,000 internet subscribers. Today, 
that subscriber number is up to 28,000! That growth is hard to believe and doesn’t seem 
real, but that is what happens when neighbors work to help neighbors. None of this would 
be possible without the people who work every day to make NCTC the best it can be. Along 
with NCTC’s board members, I couldn’t be prouder of our team of dedicated employees. I 
truly appreciate their efforts. Of course, without you, our loyal members and customers, these 
efforts would be for nothing. You are the reason we do what we do, and our success is because 
of you and FOR YOU. In addition to providing thousands of dollars in sponsorships and 
donations, we are pleased we were able to return $1.2 million in capital credits this year.

While our greatest recognition is the positive responses to our efforts from people like 
you, we’re always appreciative when others in our industry note the gains we’ve made. This 
year, NTCA–The Rural Broadband Association recognized us as a Smart Rural Community 
Showcase Award winner, and we were also selected as an Innovative Systems Broadband 
Award winner. These awards encourage us to keep moving forward.

Our story continues to be written as we evolve to meet your needs. As new technology 
comes along, we work to make sure you have the same opportunities in our rural area as you 
can get anywhere in the world.

Thank you for letting NCTC serve you. May you and yours have a wonderful Thanksgiving 
and a merry Christmas. 

As our community celebrates, NCTC is here 
for you
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ASSETS

Current Assets		   68,085,496

Other Assets
	 Investments in Affiliated Companies		  13,107,922
	 Nonregulated Investments		  314,041

	 Total Current/Other Assets		  13,421,963

Telecommunications Plant		  219,819,980
	 Less Accumulated Depreciation		  133,696,475

Net Telecommunications Plant		  86,123,505

TOTAL ASSETS	 $	 167,630,964

LIABILITIES and MEMBERS’ EQUITIES

Current Liabilities		  11,026,214

Long-Term Debt		  18,780,925

Other Liabilities		  13,536,165

Members’ Equities		  124,287,660

TOTAL LIABILITIES and MEMBERS’ EQUITIES	 $	 167,630,964

NORTH CENTRAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE
BALANCE SHEET 

Dec. 31, 2022

From all of us at NCTC, we wish 
you and your family the happiest 
Thanksgiving, the merriest Christmas 
and the most prosperous New Year!

In observance of these holidays, we 
will be closed on the following days:

•	 Thanksgiving — Thursday, Nov. 23
•	 Christmas— Monday, Dec. 25, and 

Tuesday, Dec. 26
•	 New Years Day — Monday, Jan. 1

Holiday closing reminders

FREE movies in December

NCTC offers FREE premium channels 
every weekend in December. Check 
your local listings for a channel 
lineup.

A gift  
for you!
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Highland Stables and GypsyMoon 
Marketplace charm and delight

Bright 
  stars

Before Highland Stables hosted gorgeous weddings and highly curated shop-
ping events, the 25,000-square-foot building served as a boarding and training 
facility for Tennessee walking horses. Built by Charles Mosley in 2000 as a gift 

to his wife, Betty, the stables served as the dream embodiment of her lifelong passion 
for horses. 

Since then, a few things about the building may have changed, but the original 
sentiment remains. “We have an attachment and love for this big, old building,” says 
Angie Mosley, the couple’s daughter-in-law and one of the founders of Highland 
Stables, a wedding venue that also hosts the wildly popular biannual barn sale events, 
GypsyMoon Marketplace. “We like to say the love continues through our events and 
our market. It’s also kind of the evolution of the family farm at this point in time.”

 
FROM BARN TO BRILLIANT

When the family transformed the building in 2014 from a horse haven to an 
all-season event space, they weren’t always sure what the next steps would be, Angie 
says. But with the help of her daughter-in-law, Whitnee Mosley, and Whitnee’s 

friend, Kaleighn LaBore, Angie pushed forward. 
“Honestly, our first dream was hosting GypsyMoon Marketplace 

— even more so than the weddings,” she says. “But hosting weddings 
made sense. Now it’s almost two full-time businesses.”

As a wedding venue, Highland Stables offers indoor and outdoor 
wedding and reception space for up to 990 guests. But most weddings 
there tend to stay in the 200- to 250-guest range, says Kaleighn, who 
coordinates wedding bookings. The beautifully lit, Southern-style venue 
is surrounded by 168 acres of farmland located just a few miles from 
the city. A four-bedroom, two-bath home is also available for short-term 
rentals.

HAPPY PLACE
GypsyMoon Marketplace is a three-day 

barn sale event that happens twice a year — 
in April and late fall. The next GypsyMoon 

GypsyMoon Marketplace 
offers a three-day shopping 
experience with around 80 
vendors from about nine states. 

From left, Whitnee Mosley, Angie Mosley and Kaleighn LaBore work hard 

to create beautiful settings for weddings and GypsyMoon Marketplace. 

Story by JEN CALHOUN
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will be on Nov. 9, 10 and 
11 and will include about 80 vendors 
from several states, as well as visits from 
Santa Claus. Vendors will sell everything 
from clothing, food and home decor to 
vintage items, pottery and other unique 
products.

“We have vendors set up inside of our 
horse stalls, as well as outside and pretty 
much everywhere,” says Whitnee, co-cre-
ator of GypsyMoon Marketplace and a big 
force behind the events. “We have food 
trucks and live music. It’s just a really cool 
and different shopping event.” 

Vendors for the event are carefully 
selected and their booths are highly styl-
ized, so customers can enjoy GypsyMoon 
Marketplace as an experience, not just 
a shopping trip. “We spend a lot of time 
curating vignettes all over the stables,” 
Angie says. “We want to give people a 
place where they can come in and leave 
stress behind and make memories.” 

They work with vendors to create the 
perfect atmosphere, Whitnee says. “We try 
to find people who do a really good job of 
setting up their space, and we encourage 
each and every vendor to create their own 
storefront,” she says. “It makes it feel 
really special, and it creates a memory. 

People have said it’s like walking into a 
Hallmark movie.” 

SHOOTING FOR THE MOON
As the popularity of the venue and mar-

ketplace has grown, Angie, Whitnee and 
Kaleighn continue to grow and change with 
it by staying flexible and meeting chal-
lenges head-on. “When I started helping 
Angie, it was just her and me,” Whitnee 
says. “We just kind of winged it. As the 
years went by, Kaleighn came on board, 
and she had some new ideas. We also take 
classes, and we try to stay up on things and 
to not get stale.” 

One of their better ideas, they say, was 
installing NCTC’s fiber broadband through-
out the property. “NCTC was life-changing 

for us,” Whitnee says. “We basically had 
dial-up before, the previous provider’s ser-
vice was so bad. A lot of the time, we had 
to run off hot spots from our phones, and 
it really caused problems for our vendors. 
Now, they don’t have to run outside to get 
their cellphones to process payments.” 

“NCTC’s service has really changed how 
we work in the office, too,” Angie adds. 
“Marketing our business is all done online, 
so we love it.” 

The efficiency of a reliable, high-speed 
broadband network helps them take the 
business in new directions, too. “We have a 
Loretta Lynn quote hanging in our office,” 
Whitnee says. “It says, ‘You either have to 
be first, best or different.’ That’s our goal 
— to think differently.” 

ZZZ Going there ZZZ

Highland Stables is one of Bowling Green’s premier special event venues and the 

home of GypsyMoon Marketplace, a twice-annual barn sale. The next marketplace 

happens Nov. 9-11 and will host about 80 vendors at Highland Stables, 1301 B Hunts 

Lane, just 3 miles from Interstate 65. 

To find out more about holding a special event or staying overnight at Highland 

Stables, visit highlandstablesbg.com, or find the business on Facebook and 

Instagram. To see the latest information and news on GypsyMoon Marketplace, as 

well as a shoppers’ guide and map, visit gypsymoonmarketplace.com. You can also 

follow the market on Facebook and Instagram.

LEFT: GypsyMoon Marketplace has attracted a growing 
customer following by enlisting quality vendors and 
creating a magical space. The Christmas marketplace 
takes place Nov. 9-11. 

ABOVE: Acres of natural beauty surround Highland 
Stables, which offers space for weddings and houses the 
biannual GypsyMoon Marketplace barn sales. 

RIGHT: A recent wedding at Highland Stables.
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Franklin Grandstaff was delivering 
pizzas a few years back when he 
stumbled upon the abandoned 

building known around Pleasant Shade as 
“the old store.” 

After 30 years of working for 
McDonald’s and Arby’s, he was asked to 
run a pizza place in the county. “I thought 
it would be a good idea to deliver, but I 
didn’t realize how big Smith County was,” 
Franklin says. “So, I had customers in 
Pleasant Shade that kept ordering pizza. 
I would be driving at night trying to find 
these houses.” 

After getting yelled at a couple times — 
“I’m just across from the old store,” one 
customer kept saying — Franklin decided 
to do a little daytime sleuthing on his day 
off. “I finally found this store that every-
one was talking about,” he says. 

At first, he thought it would be a great 

place for his brother-in-law to open a 
barbecue joint. When that didn’t happen, 
Franklin took matters into his own hands. 
In 2018, he and his wife, Frances, opened 
Jane Reed’s Pleasant Shade Cafe, a full-
service, country-cooking restaurant with a 
small shop attached. 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
The store had been a fixture in the farm-

ing community for years. When Franklin 
went to start a Facebook page, the 
previous Pleasant Shade Cafe name was 
taken. That’s how he came up with Jane 
Reed’s Pleasant Shade Cafe. It combines 
his wife’s middle name, Jane, and his own 
middle name, Reed. 

“Sometimes I get people in here asking 
for Jane Reed,” he says. “I always say, 
‘She’s not here, but I might be able to 
help you.’”

COUNTRY FOOD MADE RIGHT
In addition to its daily regulars, the cafe 

hosts people from as far as Lafayette, 
Lebanon and Alexandria. “It’s because you 
can’t get this kind of cooking anywhere,” 
Franklin says. “There are fast-food and 
chain restaurants closer, but it’s hard to 
find a meat-and-three anymore.” 

Jane Reed’s cooks up main courses like 
meatloaf, fried catfish and smashburgers 
and sides of squash casserole, mashed 
potatoes and pinto beans. Milkshakes 
come in vanilla, chocolate, caramel and 
strawberry, and homemade desserts range 
from fried pies to banana pudding and 
pecan pie. 

“I worked in fast-food restaurants for 30 
years, but you don’t really learn to cook 
that way,” says Franklin, who grew up 
in Bellwood in Wilson County, near the 
Smith County border. “When I opened 

THE RE AL DE AL
Jane Reed’s Pleasant Shade Cafe
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“ It’s because you can’t get this 
kind of cooking anywhere. 
There are fast-food and chain 
restaurants closer, but it’s 
hard to find a meat-and-three 
anymore. 

— Franklin Grandstaff, owner of  
Jane Reed’s Pleasant Shade Cafe

“



here, I hired people and asked what they 
were doing. They schooled me. And before 
my mom died, she had written down a 
bunch of her recipes. I also got a family 
cookbook that my aunts had made.” 

DARK DAYS
Despite the cafe’s popularity, the 

COVID-19 pandemic nearly shut it down 
for good, Franklin says. He’d show up at 
the restaurant every day to fill the few take-
out and delivery orders they received, but 
he had to lay off most of his employees. At 
the height of it all, he broke down in tears, 
knowing he couldn’t pay his bills. 

About eight or nine months into the 
pandemic, however, he got a call from 
someone who said he was from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. “They 
said they needed catering for a school 
system to feed kids,” Franklin says. “They 
needed stable food at room temperature, 
which isn’t what I do really.” 

Still, Franklin figured out a menu of 
wraps, took the last few dollars from the 
cafe’s bank account and loaded up two 

vehicles of ingredients from Sam’s Club. 
With help from his family, he made 800 
box lunches. 

“I still wasn’t sure this was a real per-
son,” Franklin says. “But I didn’t have a 
choice. I told my wife this would kill us 
— that we’d go bankrupt. I didn’t know 
this man.” 

When Franklin rolled up to the drop-off 
point and found sheriff’s deputies ready 
to hand out the food, he heaved a sigh of 
relief. “I got back to the store, and he wired 
the money to my account,” he says. “It was 
enough to pay payroll and a payment on 
every one of my bills. I didn’t make any for 
myself, but that was OK.” 

STRONG TIES
The fact that the cafe is still going strong 

today is evidence of the hardworking 
community and its people — along with a 
few newcomers. Franklin has met people 
who moved from California, Florida and 
Minnesota because they could live in a 
small town with NCTC fiber internet that 
allowed them to work from home. 

“In fact, that one lady from Minnesota 
said that was one of her requirements for 
moving here,” Franklin says. “So, yeah, we 
owe a big thanks to NCTC.”

But locals and newcomers alike love the 
scenery, the livable pace and the strong 
sense of community that comes with life 
in a rural town. “I think it’s good that the 
cafe’s here,” Franklin says. “It sort of 
grounds the community.” 

North Central

ABOVE: Franklin and Frances Grandstaff, owners 
of Jane Reed’s Pleasant Shade Cafe, used their 
middle names for the cafe’s official title, because 
there were several older Pleasant Shade Cafes 
on Facebook.
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Country cooking 
in Pleasant Shade
Jane Reed’s Pleasant Shade 
Cafe is at 725 Pleasant Shade 
Highway in Pleasant Shade, 
Tennessee. To find out more, 
visit janereeds.com, or find the 
Jane Reed’s Facebook page 
for the latest information and 
daily specials. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Jane Reed’s Pleasant Shade Cafe offers traditional country cooking in a 
relaxed atmosphere.

Meatloaf is one of the favorites at the cafe. 

The cafe offers homemade foods, including pies, from local and family recipes.
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Did the kids go

I D
with their 
holiday  

wish lists?
With high-speed 

internet from NCTC, 
you can find all 

their treasures — no 
matter how exotic 
— without leaving 

home.

*Hippopotamuses, crocodiles and  
rhinoceroses are moody, difficult to wrap 

and faster than you think.

nctc.com


